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ANSVVER 
J 
To the CASE of the COMMONERS of the MANOR of FE P- 
WORT H, inthe Iſle of Axholme in the County of Lincoln , Pub'iſhed 


in Oppoſition to the Bill for making the Statutes of Edw. 1. and Edw. 6. 
againſt Deſtroying Improvements more Effeual. 


HOUGH the {aid Bill is a Publick Bill, and has no: Reſpe& to any 
particular Place ; and is'defigned only to reſtrain and puniſh Offen- 
ders, and preſerve the Publick Peace, Yet the ſaid Commoners 
would inſinuate, That it is Promoted by one Mr. Readizg, to 
lupport an Improvement made in the ſaid Manor of Epworth, which Im- 
provement, they fay , is made againſt Law. For that the Lord Mon4ray, here- 
tofore Lord of that Manor, did approve Part, and made a Grant of the Reſi- 
dye; b&y which-he debarrs:all future Lords from making any further Improvement. 
And that King. Charles the Firſt, being Lord of the ſaid Manor, was prevailed 
oft to "approve and incloſe 7400 Acres, part of 13400 Acres of the Waſtes within 
the ſaid Manor : So that 6000 Acres were but left to the Commocers, for whom 
the whole were ſcarce ſufficient. 

T O which it 15 hoped they will take this full Anſwer, That all che ſaid Common 
and Waſtes within the ſaid Manor , were generally Covered with Water, and they 
could keep but few Cattle thereon, and no Shee 

THAT King Charles the I. being Lord of the ſaid Manor , agreed with Sir Cor- 
aelins Vermuydez and others, to Dreyn the ſame, which they Undertook and Per- 
formed at a vaſt Expence, and have ever fince kept the fame Dry ; ſo that the Ground, 
which before was a Pond, 15 row Firm and dry Land. 

F OR which Expence, and for Keeping up and Maintaining the Dreynage, the 
ſaid Sir Corzelius and his Partners, commonly call'd Participants, had 9400 Acres 
Aſſigned to them by the King, by Conſent of the Commoners, which they Enjoyed 


divers Years before the Civil Wars ; in which Wars, the Commoners laid all waite ; 


the Commoners thinking the Participants had too much Ground, frequent Suits and 
Troubles were moved and carried on about the ſame; all which were, in Apr// 
_ 1688. referred to the Honourable Sydney Wortley Eilq; Sir Thomas Huffey, Sir IWi'- 
loughby Hickman, Sir John Boynton, George Whitchcott Elq; and John Ramſden Eq; 
the laſt Five whereof met and made an Award therein in April 1688, at the Re- 
queſt and by the Conlent of all Parties. That, afterwards tome Diſturbance hap- 
pening about the Conſtruction of ſome Words in the {id Award, the Suits went 
6n again, and came to hcaring in the Exhequer Chamber, in April and May 1691, 
when and where, by the Advice oi that Court, the Commoners and Partici- 
pants came to a further Conſideration of the faid Differences, and to an Acommo- 
dation concerning the ſame, which was reduced into Writing, : and brought to 
the Court, and there Signed by all Parties, and by Conſent Decreed by the 
ſaid Court to ſtand, and for ever to be effeQtual, by which Avruement 
and Decree, the Participants were content, for Quietneſs ſake, to accept of 2800 Acres 
or thereabouts, in ſatisfation of the 7400 Acres, and left the reſt to che Commoners 3 
which 2800 Acres were by Commiſſioners on both ſides, Ser out and Divided by 
Conſent of the Commoners, and the Participants Encloſed rhe greateſt Part ticreot ; 
but the Commoners, notwithſtanding their ſo many and ſo Solemn Agrecments, and 
the Decrees thereon, have every Year, a little before Harveſt, Pull'd down and De- 
{troyed the faid Incloſures, and the Corn thereon, either 1n the Night-time, or 1n 
Diſguiſes in the Day-time ; and this laſt Summer, have in the Day-time in Diſgvilcs, 
Pull'd down divers Dwelling-Houſes, and many great Barns, Stables, and other Out - 
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would 1ntinuate, LIhat it 1s Promoted by one Mr. Reading, to 
lupport an Improvement made in the ſaid Manor of Epworth, which Iim- 
provement, they, ſay , is made againſt Law. For that the Lord Monbray, here- 
tofore Lord of that Manor, did approve Part, and made a Grant of the Reſi- 
dye; by which-he debarrs;all future Lords from making any further Improvement. 
And that King. Charles the Firſt, being Lord of the ſaid Manor, was prevail-d 
oft to "approve and incloſe 7400 Acres, part of 13400 Acres of the Waſtes within 
the ſaid Manor: So that 6000 Acres were but left to the Commorers, for whom 
the whole were ſcarce ſufficient. | 

TO which it 1s hoped they will take this full Anſwer, That all che ſaid Common 
and Waſtes within the ſaid Manor , were generally Covered with Water, and they 
could keep but few Cattle thereon, and no Shee ; 

THAT King Charles the I. being Lord of the ſaid Manor , agreed with Sir Cor- 
aelins Vermuyden and others, to Dreyn the ſame, which they Undertook and Per- 
formed at a vaſt Expence, and have ever fince kept the ſame Dry ; ſo that-the Ground, 
which before was a Pond, 15 now Firm and dry Land. 

F OR which Expence, and for Keeping up and Maintaining the Dreynage, the 
{aid Sir Cornelius and his Partners, commonly call'd Participants, had 7400 Acres 
Aſſigned to them by the King, by Conſent of the Commoners, wh ich they Enjoyed 
divers Years before the Civil Wars ; in which Wars, the Commoners laid all walte ; 
the Commoners thinking the Participants had too much Ground, frequent Suits and 
Troubles were moved and carried on about the ſame; all which were, in April 
._ 1688, referred to the Honourable $ydzey Wortley Eſq; Sir Thomas Huſſey, Sir Wi!- 
loughby Fickman, Sir John Boynton, Geo:ge Whitchcott Elq; and John Ramſden Eſq; 

the laft Five whereof met and made an Award therein in April 1688, at the Re- 
queſt and by the Conlent of all Parties. That. afterwards fome Diſturbance hap- 
pening about the Conftruttion of ſome Words in the ſ{4id Award, the Suits went 
on again, and came to hearing in the Exhequer Chamber, in April and Aay 16:91, 
when and where, by the Advice oi that Court, the Commoners and Partici- 
pants came to a further Conſideration of the ſaid Differences, and to an Acommo- 
dation concerning the ſame, which was reduced into Writing, : and brought ro 
the Court, and there Signed by all Parties, and by Conſent Decreed by the 
ſaid Court to ſtand, and for ever'to be effeftual, by which Avrcement 
and Decree, the Participants were content, for Quietneſs ſake, to accept of 2800 Acres 
or thereabouts, in ſatisfaction of the 7400 Acres, and left the reſt to che Commoners 3 
which 2800 Acres were by Commiſſioners on both ſides, Szr out and Divide! by 
Conſent of the Commoners, and the Participants Encloſed the greareit Part ticreof ; 
but rhe Commoners, notwithſtanding their ſo many and ſo Solemn Agrecments, and 
the Decrees thereon, have every Year, a little before Harveſt, Pull'd down and De- 
{troyed the ſaid Incloſures, and the Corn thereon, either in the Night-time, or in 
Diſguiſes 1n the Day-time ; and this laſt Summer, have in the Day-time in Diſguiles, 
Pull'd down divers Dwelling-Houſes, and many great Barns, Stables, and other Ourt- 
Houſes and Incloſures, belonging to the Right Honourable the Lord Viſcount Irwin, 
a Member of this Honourable Houſe, and to divers other Perſons, ww with much 
Corn growing thereon, toa great Value; and for their Excuſe, do make ſome triyo- 
lous Pretences and Allegations againſt the faid Mr. Reading, who neirher promoted, 
knew of, or 1s concernd 1n the {aid Bill dependiny 10 this Honourable Houte. 


Note, THE Commoners have 12000 or 13000 Acres of Common, which 
would all of it be Covered with Water, was it not for the Banks and 
Sluces, that are Maintain'd by the Participants at a vaſt Expence ; and yet 
when any Perſons are guilty of the Outrages before-mentioned, the Inha- 
bitants of the adjacent Towns Prote&t and Conceal them ; lo that it-is 
ſcarce poſſible to Apprehend them by any Preceſs or Warrzat, and if : Ap- 
prehended, they defend them at a Publick Charge. 


